
To our Community, Allies, and Friends,

In January, I was quoted by KSBY in response to an Executive Order stating that the federal government will
recognize only two genders. My initial reaction was to call it nonsense. While I still believe that to be true, I want
to take a moment to clarify my thoughts.
 
The idea that any government can erase the lived experiences of over a million people is, frankly, absurd. But
the force behind those words—the harm they can cause—is very real. We don’t have to accept these policies as
truth to feel their impact. I regret not addressing this with more depth sooner and for the flippant way I initially
responded.
 
In the face of yet another attack by the Trump administration on the LGBTQ+ community—especially and
specifically on our trans siblings—we at the Gala Pride & Diversity Center reaffirm our unwavering commitment
to standing with you.
 
We recognize the fear, anger, and uncertainty these policies create, and we share in that outrage. While we may
not be able to shield our community from every harmful policy, we will always be here as a steadfast source of
support, advocacy, and information. We will continue providing resources, uplifting trans voices, and fighting for
the dignity and rights of all LGBTQ+ people.
 
To start, here’s a link to our full calendar of events - our support groups and community gatherings meet nearly
every day. You are always welcome, whether it’s your first time or your hundredth. If you’re not sure where to
begin, reach out. You can email me at jthompson@galacc.org, and we can talk through anything that’s on your
mind.
 
Upcoming Event: Collective Grief & Healing with Our LGBTQIA+ Community
If you’re struggling to process everything happening right now, wondering how to move forward, questioning if
you will ever be safe - please consider joining our therapist-led support group, happening this Monday (3/17/25)
from 6pm - 8pm. This space is open to anyone in our community who needs it.
 
To our trans community: You are seen. You are loved. You are incredibly valued. You are not alone.
We urge our community members and allies to stay informed, speak out, and support one another. Together, we
will resist. We will persist.

Yours,
Julia Thompson
Board President
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